
Dear Ms. Hasselbring. Ms. Pribyl and Supporters of the AOPA High School Curriculum 

Project, 

My name is Ethan Maki and I am a senior at Marion High School in Marion, Indiana. 

As you know, Marion was one of the 30 high schools nationwide to be chosen to field test 

AOPA’s new high school curriculum. I wanted to share how this curriculum has impacted 

me. At the beginning of this school year, I did not have the slightest idea of what I 

wanted to do for a future career, I only knew I wanted to go to college. At first I thought 

I might go into business because I excel in math and have decent marketing skills. 

However, I had no passion for business, so I felt no confidence in the field I planned on 

going into. Life went on, and I still felt no more confident in the field I planned on going 

into; until, in the second semester of the elective my counselor and I had randomly chosen, 

Introduction to Aerospace Engineering, we started talking about careers in aviation. This 

immediately peaked my interests because as a child, I dreamt of flying spaceships and 

jets, but I never considered a pilot as an attainable or realistic career path. We talked 

more about the different ways to become a pilot, and I researched more on my own time, 

and I found becoming a pilot through an accredited pilots program was the right pathway 

for me. And, now, I can confidently say that I’m going to Indiana State University to 

become a pilot. A career I would have never thought of going into without this course. So, 

I would like to thank all of the people involved in creating and making this program happen, 

and I would also like to specifically thank my teacher, Mr. Simpson, for taking his time to 

get this course at our school and for his role in inspiring me to become a pilot.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ethan Maki 


